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BOOK REVIEWS, 

Four bandy books of the Garnet 8eries, published by the 
Chatauqua Press, Boston, embrace " Art and the Formation of 
Taste," by Lucy Crane ; " Michel Angelo Buonarrotti," by Chas. 
■C. Black; "Readings from Macaulay," and "ReadlngB from 
Ruskin." The titles so distinctly give the subject of each volume, 
that it Is hardly necessary to call other attention to them than to 
transcribe the following from their circular : 

"Readings from Ruskin." With an introduction by H. A. 
Beers, Professor of English Literature in Yale College. 

This volume contains chapters from Ruskin- on "The 
Poetry of Architecture," " The Cottage— English, French and 
Italian," " The Villa— Italian," and " St. Mark's," from" Stones 
of Venice." 

"Readings from Macaulay." With an Introduction by Don- 
ald G. Mitchell (" Ik Marvel "). 

This volume contains Lord Macaulay's Essays on " Dante," 
" Petrarch," and Machiavelli," " Lays of Ancient Rome," and 
"Pompeii." 

"Art, and the Formation of Taste." By Lucy Crane. With 
an Introduction by Charles G. Whiting of " The Springfield 
[Mass.] Republican." 

This volume contains Lectures on " Decorative Art, Form, 
Color, Dress, and Needlework," "Fine Arts," "Sculpture,"' 
" Architecture," "Painting." 

" The Life and Works of Mlcbel Angelo." By Chas. Christo- 
pher Black. With an Introduction by Charles G. Whiting. 

This volume contains a fascinating account of the life 
struggles of ibis wonderful sculptor, painter, architect and poet. 

The binding and printing are neatly done, and the volumes 
are creditable to the " Press" and enjoyable to read. 

Of the many papers started in this city for the enlighten- 
ment of Its citizens on the interesting topics of drama, fashion, 
opera and scandal, there are very few that Burvive the first 
weekB of their struggle, and these survivors, asageneral thing, 
drag out a sickly existence until their subscribers (?), sickened 
with their sweetness, drop them out of sight. The reason for 
this Is that these papers cater to please ; they say lovable 
things about unlovable people, they extol the virtues of a pos- 
sible purchaser and exhaust a column upon the dress of a 
fashionable and vain reader who may be relied upon as a cer- 
tain customer for a hundred or more copies. Such rubbish 
soon wears itself out, and the ordinary observer probably calls 
to mind, when reading these words, a half-dozen just such hy- 
brids that died so young— 

"It is a wonder what they were begun for." 

There is a new weekly, known as Tc~day t that has ventured 
into this doubtful field of society literature and tempts the cus- 
tomary rebuff in the usual nonchalant manner of an experi- 
mental journal. There are qualities about It, however, that 
seem to give abetter promise of success than usually accom- 
panies tbe opening numbers of. a paper. It Indulges rather in 
fair criticism than in laudation, and relies rather on vinegar 
' than on sugar to attract a clientele. Its paragraphs upon society 
matters are written in the breezy style of Alfred Trumble, its 
editor, who can put very interesting words to very dry facts, 
and has the faculty of unearthing novelties in gossip, and will 
thus make his papervigilant and vigorous as well as vivacious. 

While we have limited faith in the life of a paper devoted 
to no special purpose, yet we like To-day, think It Is well worthy 
of prosperity, and we hope it will thrive. 

One of the most elegant and beautiful gift books ever given 
to tbe public forthe holidays has been gotten out by Lee& Shep- 
ard, of Boston. It Is called u My Lady's Casket," and Is intended 
for "The one that Is nearest and dearest." The sweetest woman in 
all the world might be proud to receive this illuminated work for 
apresent. Therein are verses, quotations and exquisite illustra- 
tions, all harmoniously exemplifying the womanly graces and 
virtues, beauties and fascinations. The opening page presents 
a delicate spray of blossoms, with a card bearing the dedica- 
tion, — one of the purest and loveliest of designs. The book 
proper first illustrates humility, a covered picture, about which 
'are entwined lowly daisies and lilies of tbe valley, with a quo- 
tation from Dryden. " Contentment " shows a graceful vase, 
with a cluster of clover blossoms and field daisies near by, and 
is recommended as a lotion to smooth wrinkles. Perhaps the 
most exquisite illustration Is that entitled " Discretion," — a 
bunch of roses, mingled with heliotrope and trailing vines, all 
lying loosely on dark velvet, contrasting with their paler 6hades. 
A necklace of snowy pearls illustrates " Meekness," while " In- 
dustry and Perseverance " are represented by two bracelets 
lying In a half-open jewel-caae, by the side of which are thimble 
and scissors and dainty sewing. " Charity, Attention, and Re- 
tention " are symbolized by the most precious of gems, — dia- 
monds. The closing illustration is the erown of "Piety," re- 
splendent with dazzling light. 

The cover is a beautiful combination of silver and color. 
The fan, handkerchief, gloves, bouquet and vinaigrette givfnga 
glimpse of the various charming fancies of the volume. Truly, 
Lee and Shepard have attained in this book a delfghtful and 
popular holiday token. 

The Art AgetOT October contains its prospectus. Subscribers 
are promfsed In each issue, beginning with November, a Forbes 
photogravure as a special supplement. These are of subjects ex- 
clusively by American artists of the highest standing in the 
profession. Tbe first will be a coast marine by M. F. H de 
Haas, who has held for many years a leading position among our 
leading marine painters. Printed on the finest plate paper, 
11x14 inches in size, and with India tint, these supplements 
will be valuable for framing. As a supplement to the October 
Issue is a figure subject by Sarony. It is exquisitely printed in 
a warm brown, and shows in profile an almost nude but 
cbaste figure of a young girl posed standing. It is charm- 
ingly delicate in effect and treatment. The Literary Chat and 
Gossip in tbe Art Age always Is interesting, and specially so 
In this issue. The Sunday Opening Question Is treated in an 
effective way by the publication of letters received from his 
employees by Mr. Robert Hoe. The Art Age Is published 



monthly at tbe low price'of $2.00 a year to any address. Single 
copies, twenty cents. 

[Turnure & Gilliss Brothers, 75 Fulton Street, New York.] 

"Social Silhouettes," is one of tbe best written, best 
thought out and most realistic satires on New York society, 
that we have ever enjoyed reading. It presents in every pict- 
ure the peculiarities of a person whom you know you have met, 
and whose personality is so clearly and so photographically 
shown, that you can hardly credit the thought that it is the 
very individual you have in mind. Localizing the characters 
gives them an interest also, and the distinctive features of the 
" Typical New York Man," and the " Typical New York Girl," 
are well drawn and well shown. "A Pillar of Virtue," and 
"The Man Who Listens," are exposed of a popular phase of 
hypocrisy, popular because It permits ignorance to pass as in- 
telligence. " The Destroyer of Firesides," is the least desira- 
ble in the collection, for it is the least natural ; but one and all 
they mark their author, Edgar Fawcett, as a man of observa- 
tion and one who is capable of telling what every one knows 
in clean-cut language and pleasantly mingled words. 

The articles appeared originally in successive numbers of 
the Sunday Tribune. (Ticknor & Co., Boston.) 

Lord Byron has furnished many publishers a means and 
an excuse for putting a Christmas book upon the market, and 
while it may be rather premature to attach such a title to tbe 
recent volume of " Childe Harold," brought out by Messrs. 
Tickuor & Co., yet we have no doubt it will be popular as a 
Christmas present, not only from the deserved popularity of 
the poem, but for the beautiful illustrating~that has been done 
for it, under the general supervision of A. V. S. Anthony and a 
corps of artists and engravers whose names are very properly 
given, and which will be readily recognized as belonging to 
many of the best men in their line that can be found. The 
cantos are divided by neat head pieces and frequent suitable 
illustrations referring to the text. The work is made up in an 
exceedingly tasteful manner, bound and printed in the height 
of the art. (Tickuor & Co., Boston.) 

We have frequently been led to wonder whether the cata- 
logues that were sent.to us from time to time for notice, were 
designed witb an idea of frightening would-be customers, for, 
as a rule, they are infamously homely, and have bad cuts, poor 
paper and worse .printing. A marked contrast with this ordi- 
nary trade catalogue is tbe neatly bound and cleanly printed 
book of 171 pages received from Cushman Bros. & Co., Boston, 
wherein they display through the aid of well-made cuts and 
flrBt quality printing and paper, over 500 designs of different 
articles made by them, mainly in the window shade or picture 
line. There are very many novelties, and It would be well for 
the trade and for those interested in knowing what first-class 
houses in this business are doing, to send for one of these 
pamphlets. 

Beginning with tbe current number of The Book Buyer — A 
Monthly Summary of American and Foreign Literature, published 
by Charles Scribner's Sons, there will be printed each month a 
portrait of a famous writer whose picture has not been so often 
reproduced as to become hackneyed. Tbe October number, 
now ready, contains a portrait of R. H. Stoddard. In the No- 
vember issue a portrait of Mr. George W. Cable, engraved by 
Mr. Tietze, from a photograph, will be given. The engravings 
will be printed on fine plate paper, and promise to make a most 
interesting and valuable series. In the sketches of how au- 
thors work there will be accounts of the workshops of Mr. 
Cable and Mr. Stoddard, in the November number. Messrs. 
Scribner will take pleasure in sending a copy of the current 
Book Buyer as a specimen to any who make application. 

There has been a comparative dearth of literature in this 
country founded upon or translations of tbe Japanese legends 
and tales, and the majority of those we do enjoy exist through 
the efforts of tbe ready pen of Mr. Edward Greey, who has 
given us the charming " Golden Lotus," " The Loyal Ronins," 
and several others. We are now advised and prepared to re- 
ceive the "Captive of Love," founded upon Bakin's Japanese 
romance, afflicted witb a long and wholly unintelligible title to 
American ears, which has been sensibly and euphoniously re- 
duced to the simpler title given above by Mr. Greey. We are 
not familiar with the inwardness of Bakin's romance, but we 
know from our pleasant experience with Mr. Greey's previous 
works, that If he has found it worthy as a basis for hie own 
romance, the public will find it worthy of a reading. 

Shakespeariana, is the formidable name of a very handy 
and neat little monthly published by the Leonard Scott Pub- 
lishing Co., Philadelphia, devoted, as Its name indicates, to 
discussion upon Shakespearian subjects. To those Interested In 
the many questions constantly arising concerning this greatest 
of writers, the magazine cannot fail to prove most interesting, 
for the articles are well considered, well written and well worthy ' 
of attention and thought. 

There certainly should be a sufficient number of persons 
who care to devote a certain portion of their time to Shake- 
speare, to handsomely sustain such a work. 

We have received " Ayer's Newspaper Annual for 1885," 
which of all such directories seems to us, and we think to the pub- 
lic generally, the best and most complete. It names every paper 
published in the United States and Canada, alphabetically and 
by States, it gives their- individual circulation, advertising 
rates and other useful information concerning them. In addi- 
tion to this intelligence it tells of the peculiarities of the soil, 
character of the population, political and otherwise, and a 
variety of other matters. All this is contained in one volume, 
which Is sold at the price of $3.00. (N. W. Ayer & Sons, Phila- 
delphia, Pa.) 

" Brio-a-Brac Stories " is the title of a showily gotten-up 
volume, published by Messrs. Scribner's Sons, aud written by 
Mrs. Burton Harrison, and distinguished by all the Inanity 
of this lady's story-writing. Mrs. Harrison has given us some 
very clever pieces, dramatic and otherwise, and she should 
permit her reputation to grow upon such creditable labors and 
refrain from the nonsense indicated Inher fairy tales of last 



winter and these stories before us. The illustrations of the 
present work are by Walter Crane, and are as good as the sub- 
jects will permit. 

Messrs. Fr. Beck & Co. have published a thick pamphlet 
(some 150 pages) containing their designs in Lincrusta- Walton. 
The designs are presented In great variety, they are in the 
main exceedingly tasteful and neat, and in addition to giving 
an excellent Idea of the vast number of patterns that can be 
given to this material, it likewise is an interesting book to 
study. The cuts have the advantage of having been made di- 
rectly from the Lincrusta itself, and they are printed on heavy 
plate paper, neatly lettered and very attractively put together. 

The Fortnightly Beirieio, Blackwood's and several other similar 
foreign magazines, have for some years been republished by 
The Leonard Scott Co., and now that the company has added 
to its other facilities, that of a fully equipped printing estab- 
lishment, to be known as the " Ferree Press," we may expect 
better work than heretofore. 

Messrs. Cabsbll & Co. have reprinted in Its originally 
French, as it appeared in "Le Llvre," a pamphlet history of 
Itself. The account is quite interesting. 

The Atlantic Monthly for November Is an excellent 
number. Its articles are more to the point, and have a 
more general interest, even, than Is usual. The intensely 
stupid Bostonlans iu Harper's has a successor In the still 
more Intensely stupid "Princess Casomasima" of Henry 
James, in the Atlantic. Listen to the following dialogue, 
taken from tbe several sfmilar ones in the few chapters 
of the latter story, given this month. It is a very good 
rescript from Ollendorf's system for learning English: 

"Do you want a box?" 

" Oh, no ; something more modest." 

"Why not a box?" 

"Because I haven't got the clothes people wear In 
that sort of place." 

"And your young lady— has she got the clothes?*' 

"Oh, I dare say; she seems to have everything." 

"Where does she get themf" 

" Oh, I don't know. She belongs to a big shop ; she 
has to be fine." 

"What will she do with you?" 

"What will who do with me?" '. 

"Your big beauty— Miss Henning. I know all about 
her from Plnnle." 

"Then you know what she'll do with me I" 

"Yes. But, after all, it doesn't very much matter." 

" I don't know what you are talking "about." 

And so on, ad infinitum, everyone indulging in Ml 
don't understand," "What do you mean," "I don't know 
what you're talking, about," until one has an Impression 
a general condition of ignorance exists among the char- ' 
acters. This Is the style Mr. Howell praises and Mr. 
James cultivates. 

"Oil Painting," a hand-book for the use of students 
and schools, by Frank Fowler, and published by .Caasell 
& Co., is a volume of 160 pages, made up of a few 
practical chapters on the subject Indicated by the title, 
written in a clear, workmanlike manner, denoting a hand- 
ling by some one who understood thoroughly what he was 
talking about. 

It gives instructions upon materials and articles neces- 
sary for an outfit, directions as to mixing colors, proper 
studio light, bints as to life studies, , portrait paintings, 
landscapes, marineB, and a valuable concluding chapter on 
definitions of art terms. The work entire is one of the 
best we know of for the purpose of aiding students and 
schools in the better and easier understanding of the art 
of painting. 

Another work, entitled. "Drawing to Charcoal and 
Crayon," by the same author, and published by the same 
firm, is equally valuable in its , different field, and con- 
tains just as many useful directions as the' previous vol- 
ume. It is accompanied by six photogravure reproductions 
of charcoal sketches, by Mr. Fowler, illustrating the dif- 
ferent stages of progression in the process of creating a 
portrait. With the instructions given In the book, these 
plates are very useful and instructive. 

Messrs. E. H. Reynolds & Co., Newark, N. J., have 
published a neat little pamphlet, giving considerable Informa- 
tion concerning the manufacture, peculiarities and use of 
patent leather. Tbe pamphlet Is quite interesting, from 
the fact that what it says will be new to most persons. 

The American Institue of Architects held its nine- 
teenth annual convention at Nashville, Tenn., on October 
21st and 23d last. Among other interesting papers, Mr. 
Glenn Brown read one, entitled "Architecture and Bac- 
teria," subjects that are worthy all the attention possible 
to gfve them. 

The Southern Bivouac Is a neat magazine, having an 
attractive cover on which Is pictured a camp-fire scene, 
a naval engagement, and good likenesses of Generals Lee 
and "Stonewall" Jackson, with various other suggestive 
and appropriate designs, while the Inside is made up 
principally of chapters on incidents of the war as viewed 
from the Southern side. A very Interesting account of 
Charleston in Ante-BeUum. days gives an opportunity for 
the introduction of portraits of William Gilmore Simms, 
one of the most delightful of sensational novelists, and 
one of the pleasantest of writers; a portrait of Robert Y. 
Hayne, of whom the South has every reason to be proud. 
Paul H. Hayne, who writes the article, has a very well- 
turned and pertinent thrust at Howell and James, the 
two Dromios of American literature, whose " admiration 
society" plaudltB of each other serve to keep their mu- 
tual efforts before tbe public. Tbe Southern Bivouac is pub- 
lished at Louisville, \Kj. 



